Fighting for Peace in Wartime Germany
the experience in the military hospital, I answered
the summons.
The heads of the firm knew of my Socialist con-
victions. I thought it my duty to tell them also of
my attitude toward the war. I therefore never felt
uncomfortable in my relationships in business, for
these were always based on frankness and honesty,
and my employers reciprocated in kind.
" Do you think you have any talent for organiz-
ing? " N.S., one of my employers, asked me one day.
" We should like to have you organize a new depart-
ment of special importance just now."
I replied that I thought I could handle the assign-
ment. I outlined my ideas on procedure, and they
were approved. It was a delicate task. From 1914
to 1918 almost all economic life, particularly that of
a metal concern, was concentrated on war purposes.
The new department I was entrusted with dealt with
the most confidential records of manufacturing and
financial transactions. Its scope included relations
with the war ministry and the building of new plants
for war purposes. The department also supervised the
operation of plants already owned by the company.
Besides my departmental work, I had to attend to
much of the foreign-language correspondence. One
of my employers discovered that I had a gift for under-
standing legal matters, a discovery that led to addi-
tional duties for me.
Nobody working for a living during the World
War could escape some work connected with produc-
tion of war materials. My position, however, was
somewhat more difficult than that of a factory worker,
because it gave me knowledge of many secrets that